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Abstract 

New approaches to population protection will require also the change of the view on 
a preventive educational activity and training and education of population. If we want to have 
adequately prepared population able to respond properly in case of extraordinary events or 
crisis situations, it is necessary to set systematic preparation of the population. This systematic 
preparation needs to be supplemented by appropriate projects. The aim is to achieve the 
effective and efficient education and training of population, which would be consistent with the  
identification and impact of threats. To achieve this objective it is necessary to optimize and 
develop this area to be a functioning system across all levels of state and local governments 
with greater engagement of experts as well as an actual addressee, i.e. a citizen. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

One of the priorities of the Conception of Population Protection till 2020 with a view 
to 2030 (hereinafter “Conception“) is a broader involvement of citizens in the population 
protection system in order to enhance their capability of self-protection applying the 
information and knowledge acquired in the frame of an area and targeted system of education 
and training. 
 
 
MOTIVE 
 

In 1991 the systematic preparation of population in the frame of the educational 
process was cancelled. New generations have been growing without any education in the field 
of security which is manifested as a deficit in our society.  

Of course, the former generations educated in the frame of defense education or 
courses of civil defense were doing similarly, since the character of threats completely changed 
after the velvet revolution. For new threats, by which the Mother Nature clearly evinces us who 
has governed the world so far, the former advice concerning shelters in a pre-determined 
shelter, preferably a pressure resistant one, or individual protection consisting in putting a mask 
on, has not been relevant any longer. 

Currently there is a high number of extraordinary events which are caused by both 
natural effects and human activities and in terms of these realities also the significance of 
security issues has been growing (see Security Strategy). The society has become slowly aware 
of how the preparation for these events is important. 

The above mentioned extraordinary events result in high financial losses, and 
especially in loss of lives. Therefore it is necessary to prepare the citizens of the Czech 
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Republic in a comprehensive and systematic way. This way prepared citizens will be better 
prepared for responding to extraordinary events which will reduce the loss of lives and at the 
same time the damage caused by extraordinary events, because the population will know how to 
protect themselves and their property against the effects of these adverse events.  

The necessity to educate the population and prepare it for actual threats has been 
realized by professional public for a long time. With regard to the fact, that the regular 
acquiring of knowledge, its review and practice leading to the acquisition of skills, habits and 
proper attitudes is possible only in an educational process, therefore the attention was focused 
in this direction. 

As long as the society wants to be maximally prepared for extraordinary events, we 
cannot only build the system of society protection against extraordinary events, support and 
develop the conditions for the operability of integrated rescue system sections, enhance 
professional level of workers of public administration institutions responsible for the tasks in 
the field of security, but it is also necessary to educate and prepare the population itself.  

This need is expressed also in the article no. 80 of the valid Security Strategy of the 
Czech Republic.  

Thanks to the intensive efforts and cooperation with a number of sectors and 
professionals we gradually managed to put back the issue of security into learning, starting with 
pre-school and ending with university education. 

The basic and the most important step ahead is the up-dated version of a valid 
education document for elementary schools, so called the Framework Educational Program 
(hereinafter “FEP” ) which includes the issue of Protection of Man under current risks and 
extraordinary events in a large scale. We specified the curriculum and the sub-goals. The extent 
of the topic is proved by the fact that in the total nine areas, this issue is encompassed in seven 
of them. This way adjusted program was approved at the beginning of 2013 and the teachers 
started to teach according to it at the beginning of a school year in September, 2013.  

Regarding the complexity of this issue we initiated the intensive education of teachers. 
For the preparation of future teachers, in cooperation with pedagogy universities and other 
universities, the material was developed (approved by the Government Resolution no. 
734/2011) which specifies three so called study bases for individual branches of education for 
these schools. It is the Study Basis I designed for all students across branches to acquire basic 
knowledge and skills how to prevent extraordinary events and how to protect themselves and 
entrusted pupils in case of its occurrence. Study basis II is designed for students of the branch 
Health Education who are supposed to learn how to teach this topic and Study Basis III is for 
students of the one-branch and two-branch study programs aimed at population protection. 
These study bases have been, at present, gradually implemented into the education of individual 
universities.  

For existing teachers who need to complete their qualification were developed the 
courses which are held by National Institute for Further Education or by the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sports (hereinafter “MoEYS”) accredited courses by Fire and Rescue 
Service of the CR (hereinafter “FRS CR”). 

Moreover, a methodical aid called “Background for teaching the topic protection of 
man under current risks and extraordinary events in elementary schools”, was developed in 
cooperation with Pedagogy Research Institute in Prague, Ministry of Health and Association 
Lifebuoy. This methodical aid offers the teachers a set of basic terms, proposal for distribution 
of the curriculum into individual school years, recommended methods and forms of work, 
literature, aids, useful references and the outline of the incorporation of the issue in current 
FEP and proposal to test questions for individual school years at elementary schools. It is 
freely available at pages of the MoEYS and FRS CR in the section “preventive education 
activity”.  
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Individual FRS of regions gradually elaborated suitable aids for teachers to facilitate 
their teaching. Considerable demand for quality and multi-media aids resulted in the 
cooperation of the FRS with the Association Lifebuoy that is substantially engaged in the 
support of education. This way the internet  security portal for teachers, rescue workers and a 
broad public came into existence together with a set of multi-media DVDs with individual 
topics from personal danger to extraordinary events. Both the portal and these aids are 
appreciated very much by teachers, moreover the utilization is free and a number of schools use 
them to a high degree in their work. 

This systematic activity needs to be supported by various projects. In reality, the 
project “Hasik CZ” supplements appropriately the teaching at schools. FRS CR also organizes 
various knowledge and motion exercises, art or literary competitions such as “a Young 
Rescuer” the excursions at fire stations have been organized for years. 

Even if the situation in the area of education has improved since 1991 it still does not 
respond to actual needs. The education at schools depends on the approach of individual 
schools, the topics in teaching are fragmented, the extent of education is not accurately 
determined and neither can we, in a responding way, verify the efficiency of this effort. 

Moreover it is necessary to find the possibility of the preparation of other target groups 
and pay considerable attention to the preparation of experts without which the population 
protection cannot be carried out. 
 
 
TARGET STATE  
 

The target state is the development of a functional system of education and training 
across all levels of public administration with the irreplaceable role of a private sector and the 
population itself whose result will be the improvement of capabilities of the population in the 
area of self-protection and active engagement in the solution of extraordinary events and crisis 
situations on all levels.  

The education should begin with professionals dealing with population protection and 
crisis management, include teachers teaching these topics, prepare lecturers and developers of 
projects aimed at prevention against extraordinary events and crisis situations focused on 
adequate preparation of the population itself, being responsible to itself, its surroundings, and to 
the state.  

In order to achieve this goal, it will be necessary to clearly determine the rights and 
obligations, tasks and roles for all interested entities and implement them into legislative norms.  
 
 
STRATEGY TILL 2030 
 

In order to fulfill the determined priorities it will be necessary to prepare legislative, 
administration and material conditions, and, at the same time, to prepare for these changes (e.g. 
introduction of a new subject to schools) the entire society.  

The system of education and training should start in a pre-school age and its peak will 
be life-long learning of the population in the framework of professional education. These all 
should be supported by projects following the actual needs of the society. For this it will be 
necessary to determine the participation of individual bodies of state administration, to improve 
the education of professionals and crisis management and challenge the public entities, 
especially the mass-media to become more engaged. 
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TARGET VALUES / INDICATORS 
 

The fulfillment of the priority is conditioned by the implementation of individual steps 
without which it is not possible to achieve a target state. One of the most important steps is the 
amendment of legal regulations into which it will be necessary to incorporate the area of 
education and training of responding extent with the accurate determination of roles of 
individual entities, their rights, obligations and tasks. It will be necessary to review and make 
more efficient current existing education of professionals in the security area, and teachers 
teaching mentioned issues at schools.  

Great effort will be necessary to devote to the possibility of the incorporation of the 
subject dealing with a security issue into the education at nursery, primary and secondary 
schools.  At the same time systematically motivate the preparation of grown up population i.e. 
the principles of self-protection and mutual aid during extraordinary events and crisis situations 
to include into the area of safety and health protection at work. 

The whole system should be set in the way to flexibly react to actual needs of the 
society and new threats with the application of the newest results of security research.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

The fulfillment of individual steps i.e. the achievement of a target state will not be 
possible without the responding and long-term stabile funding, sufficient personnel support and 
the adoption and the approval of  necessary legal regulations.  

The entire engagement performed in this area is the running for the long haul and the 
question whether we proceed the right way will be shown in the future. 
 
 
References  
 
[1]  MINISTRY OF INTERIOR – GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF FIRE AND RESCUE 

SERVICE OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC. Conception of Population Protection till 2020 
with a view to 2030. Prague, 2013. The 112 journal enclosure no. 12/2013. 

[2]  CZECH. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, YOUTH AND SPORTS. The regulation of the 
minister of Education, Youth and Sports by which the Framework Educational Program 
for primary education is changed ref. no. MSMT-26472013-210 [online]. MSMT/2013 
[cit. 2014-03-04]. Available at: http://www.msmt.cz/vzdelavaci/zakladni-
vzdelavani/opatreni-ministra-skolstvi-mladeze-a-telovychovy-kterym-se-4 

[3]  COLLECTIVE OF AUTHORS. Background to the education of protection of man under 
current risks and extraordinary events at primary schools [online]. MSMT, 2012 [cit. 
2014-03-04]. Available at: http://clanky.rvp.cz/clanek/c/Z/16451/PODKLADY-K-
VYUCE-TEMAT-OCHRANY-CLOVEKA-ZA-BEZNYCH-RIZIK-A-
MIMORADNYCH-UDALOSTI-V-ZAKLADNICH-SKOLACH.html/ 

 
 

Information about the author 
 
Eleonora Tilcerova (1967) 
is a head of the Department of Training and Education of the General Directorate of the Czech 
Republic Fire Rescue Service. She manages and organises education in the field of Population 
Protection and Crisis Management on the central level.  



SECURITY EDUCATION THE SCIENCE FOR POPULATION PROTECTION 1/2014 
AND TRAINING 

5 

She graduated from the Faculty of Education in Banská Bystrica in 1989.  
She participates in development of methodological materials for teaching teachers and 

educational workers of all school levels focusing on Population Protection and Crisis 
Management and this issue she presents at various conferences with international participation. 


